Period of Trial and Hope
by the rapid build up of UAR's airforce, navy and ground forces
by virtue of their Soviet acquisitions.
Thus in 1962-63, the UAR had 10 Russian W-class subma-
rines, 7 destroyers, and a fleet of motor torpedo boats equipped
with guided missiles. In comparison, Israel had only two out-
moded submarines, two destroyers and a flotilla of smaller craft.
The UAR airforce had approximately 20 squadrons of Soviet
MIG-19 and MIG-21 jet fighters equipped with air-to-air mis-
siles. She also possessed several Soviet TU-16 medium bombers
as well as long range Soviet "Badger" bombers. In addition, the
Soviet Union had provided the UAR with several transport planes
and helicopters.34 Against these, Israel had succeeded in obtaining
from France only several squadrons of jet fighters and bombers,
including Mysteres, Super-Mysteres, Mirages and Vautours. For
her ground forces, the UAR had received from the Russians a
large number of recoilless guns, other items of artillery, a num-
ber of TU-54 medium tanks, armoured personnel carriers, as well
as small arms.35 Israeli acquisitions in this field from Britain and
France were far from satisfactory.
Israel was gravely concerned in view of the arms disparity,
and her feeling of insecurity increased when in July 1962, it be-
came known that with the help of German scientists and techni-
cians, many of them diehard Nazis,36 the UAR was in the process
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